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into office. When he left we only had 
10. When he needed money for other 
things in the budget, he just cut the 
military. We had to rebuild that force 
after that gentleman left office. We did 
it. 

Today we are spending more than 
$100 billion more, not counting the op-
erations in Afghanistan and Iraq than 
we did under the Clinton administra-
tion. 
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We still need to spend more. We are 
spending about 4 percent of GDP on de-
fense today. Under John Kennedy, a 
conservative Democrat who believed in 
peace through strength, we were spend-
ing 9 percent of GDP on defense, and 
under Ronald Reagan, we were spend-
ing 6 percent. Probably, we are going 
to need to go up to about 41⁄2 or 5 per-
cent of GDP being spent on defense to 
make sure that we ensure security for 
the coming decades. 

I thank the gentleman for his allow-
ing me to come down and say a word or 
two this evening. 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the chairman. It is for a good 
cause, and as I recall, I believe that the 
percentage of our GDP during the Sec-
ond World War was perhaps up to 26 
percent for a period of time there. 
There was a real, real commitment, 
and as those numbers go down and you 
see the numbers in the military shrink, 
our commitment to our military has 
not been as strong as it might have 
been and needs to be stronger again. 

We do not have a real handle on how 
broad and how deep this is going to 
have to be, but we must be ready at 
every quarter, and especially, this 
homeland security side has been for 
these 5 years, it has outstripped the ex-
pectations and the aspirations I think. 
I did not hear anybody say back on 
September 11, 2001, we can go a half a 
decade without an attack in this coun-
try. Everyone believed that there 
would be another attack. Now, heaven 
forbid it happens at this point or be-
yond, but I am grateful for work that 
has been done that has kept us safe to 
this point. 

I would take us to another aspect of 
this issue, too. One of the things that 
this administration decided to do was 
we are not going to touch the oil in 
Iraq, and we set that aside for the Iraqi 
people. Now, that system over there is 
not shaping up the way it might be. 
There is a lot of oil in Iraq. It seeps to 
the top of the ground, and the wells 
they have drilled, there have not been 
new ones in years and years, and a lot 
of the infrastructure has not been re-
built. That needs to all happen and get 
that oil online. 

One of the first things I would do, if 
I were the prime minister of Iraq, 
would be to hold a bidding conference 
and bring in the oil companies and get 
them to inject international capital 
into the development of the fields and 
the development of the infrastructure 
so they can get that cash flow running, 

and if the cash flow runs, capitalism 
will take over. 

I gave a speech in Baghdad a while 
back to the Baghdad Chamber of Com-
merce in the Al Rasheed hotel. As I 
walked in there, they started to intro-
duce me. I said, just a moment, I would 
like to know who my interpreter is be-
fore you introduce me. They said, no, 
you do not have an interpreter. I said, 
but I do not speak Arabic. They said, 
you do not need to; these 
businesspeople speak English. There 
were 57 members there of the Iraqi 
Chamber of Commerce, and you could 
tell by the way they laughed and 
smiled and applauded, it was all timed 
just right. They understood English. 

Afterwards we had a great gathering 
over on the side of the room, handing 
out business cards like frantic busi-
nessmen in a way. They wanted to ex-
change information and ideas. They are 
ready to do business in that country, 
and they are doing business in that 
country. The more dollars can come in 
and the faster that can get turned over, 
the closer they are to their own solu-
tion in Iraq. So I am optimistic that we 
get a solution out of there that bodes 
well when judged by history. 

Sometimes we lose confidence in who 
we are as a Nation. I would take us 
back to a little over 100 years ago, and 
actually in 1898, we sent the military 
over to the Philippines. I recall being 
in this city about 3 years ago in a hotel 
when the President of the Philippines, 
President Arroyo gave a speech. She 
was not speaking to Members of Con-
gress. I was kind of a random dinner 
guest, but she said, speaking of this 
random crowd in a hotel here in Wash-
ington, she said, Thank you America. 
Thank you for sending the Marine 
Corps to the Philippines in 1898. Thank 
you for freeing us. Thank you for liber-
ating us. Thank you for sending the 
priests and the pastors there. Thank 
you for sending 10,000 teachers that 
taught in our schools and you taught 
your language to us and we learned 
your language. We learned your cul-
ture, and today, there are 1.6 million 
Filipinos that go anywhere in the 
world to work and send their money 
back to the Philippines because they 
have the language skills and they have 
the cultural skills that came because 
of the liberation that came from the 
American military. 

How often do we read that in our his-
tory books, Mr. Speaker, that kind of 
an impact that, a century later, the ex-
pressions of gratitude that come from a 
national leader? That was an insur-
gency. That was an insurgency we 
fought in the Philippines and defeated 
at insurgency in the Philippines. That 
does not seem to be part of our na-
tional memory. 

We can often learn from history, and 
we need to understand the economics 
and the sociology and the military tac-
tics and put this all together, but we 
must have faith in who we are as a peo-
ple. We must have faith in what has 
made us great. We must hang on to 

those things that are going to enhance 
that greatness and move America to 
the next level of our destiny. Once in a 
while we have got to discard some of 
those things that are not assets to us. 

We have got to move into the future 
with technology. We have got to hang 
on to those core things that give us 
strength, and those things I believe are 
free enterprise capitalism, Western civ-
ilization and our biblical values, tied 
together as the three pillars that make 
America great. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the 
privilege to address this chamber and 
address you tonight. I especially appre-
ciate the chairman coming down to 
stand up for American fighting men 
and women, and the job that you have 
done to lead us through these difficult 
years from September 11 and on into 
the future, and I will stand with you 
and our military men and women when 
one day hopefully it will be us, and if it 
will not, it will be our children and 
grandchildren that realize there has 
been a victory in this global war on 
terror and the face of the world will 
have changed and the world will be a 
freer place. A freer place is a safer 
place, and that is the goal and that is 
the call of the trumpet for us in this 
country. 
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OMISSION FROM THE CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD OF THURSDAY, 
JULY 27, 2006, AT PAGE H6010 

BILLS PRESENTED TO THE 
PRESIDENT 

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House re-
ports that on July 27, 2006, she pre-
sented to the President of the United 
States, for his approval, the following 
bills. 

H.J. Res 86. Approving the renewal of im-
port restrictions contained in the Burmese 
Freedom and Democracy Act of 2003, and for 
other purposes. 

H.R. 4019. To amend title 4 of the United 
States Code to clarify the treatment of self- 
employment for purposes of the limitation 
on State taxation of retirement income. 

H.R. 5865. To amend section 1113 of the So-
cial Security Act to temporarily increase 
funding for the program of temporary assist-
ance for United States citizens returned 
from foreign countries, and for other pur-
poses. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. DOYLE (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today and September 7 on 
account of personal matters. 

Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California (at 
the request of Mr. BOEHNER) for today 
and September 7 on account of illness. 

Mr. NUNES (at the request of Mr. 
BOEHNER) for today and the balance of 
the week on account of attending the 
funeral of former Representative Bob 
Mathias. 

Mr. BILIRAKIS (at the request of Mr. 
BOEHNER) for today and September 7 on 
account of illness. 
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